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CEYLON MISSION. 





EXTRACTS FROM MR. POOR'S JOURNAL AT TILLIPALLY, 
IN THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 

March 13,1624. The Maniagar, (the principal 
head-man of this parish,) came here a few days 
ago, to write an agreement of marriage between 
Ebenezer Porter, and Mary Poor. Both of these 
persons have been educated im the Boarding 


School at this station, and are now members of 


the church. After the Maniagar had written the 
agreement, he directed Mary to sign it, by making 
her mark. She took the ola, and readily wrote 
her name in a neat and handsome manner,—at 
which the Maniagar was much surprised and pleas- 
ed. A few days alter, he sent two of his daugh- 
ters to a school connected with the station at Oo- 
dooville, the place in which his family resides. 


Anticipations of the heathen respecting the preva- 
lence of the Gospel. 


20. Hada long conversation in private at my 
study, with the Maniagar of Tillipally. He is 
probably the most intelligent man in the parish. 
His father was a Roman catholic; he himself was 
baptized in infancy.—He is very hostile to the 
truths of Christianity, aud is one of the principal 
supporters of heathenism in Tiilipally. His son 
has, from the commencement of our mission, been 
a member of the scliool. It is on this account, I 
presume, that he has ever treated me with much 
civility and respect. He listened patiently while 
I pointed out to him what I cousider to be the vari- 
ous bearings of our system of missionary opera- 
tions, and endeavored to show that it is his duty 
and interest to aid the missionaries in their efforts 
to instruct the people. Tle admitted the truth of 
many things [ said, and expressed the opinion, 
that many of the rising generation will become 
Christians: but he appears to be well satisfied 
with the course he is pursuing. 

Sabbath, 23. This afternoon met with a num- 
ber of head-men at the rest house. On my urging 
them to receive the Gospel, which they had long 
heard, but hitherto rejected, one of them observed, 
“You have now thirteen schools under your con- 
trel, containing five or six hundred children of 
both sexes; the next generation will no doubt be 
Christians. This should satisfy you; you ought 
not to be urgent with us, who have grown up in 
the Tamul religion, and are bound by our customs 
and our priests.’ ‘Though he made these remarks 
in 2 sporting manner, it was evident that he part- 
ly believed what he said. The opinion is gain- 
ing ground, that Christianity will ultimately pre- 
vail throughout the country. In view of all I see, 
I do indulge strong bopes, that the Lord is 


fast preparing the way for some signal display of 
his power and grace among this people. 

30. This afternoon I had much conversation 
with several head-men in the village near the rest- 
house, on the subject of female education, and ur- 
ged them to follow the Maniagar’s example. Two 
of them promised to send their daughters, if would 
again employ Iyumpully, a school master in that 
place, who was formerly in the service of the mis- 
sion, and whom by way of eminence I denomi- 
nate the heathen schoolmaster. I readily compli- 
ed with their proposal, and directed the man to 
commence a school for boys and girls. 

April 26. Atthe monthly meeting of the Com- 
mittee of the Mallagum Bible Society, the Court 
Interpreter, who is Treasurer to the Society, a hea- 
then, read a chapter from the Bible at the opening 
of the meeting. This is an advance in the cause 
worthy of being noticed. No one, who is profess- 
edly a heathen, has taken such an active part at 
any of our meetings. 


+. 


Letters from Native Youths at Oodooville. 


These letters were written in Tamul, by the 
youths whose names are annexed to them, and 
translat :d literally, by the Rev. Mr. Winslow. It 
will be noticed that they were written before the 
commencement of the revival of religion at the 
mission stations in Ceylon. 


Oodooville, Feb. 24, 1823. 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

The Reverend Mr. Winslow, my patron here, 
permitted me to write you a letter if I please, 
which induced me to write you this with the great- 
est pleasure. 

Though here are none who have a concern for 
the welfare of my sonl and body, and will spend 
their woney for it, yet I praise God for his mercy 
in ordering you, in tat far country, to be concern- 
ed for my welfare, to offer up prayers and to spend 
your money for it. 

I heard it is your desire that I may become a 
true Christian ; but I must acknowledge with grief 
that I am nota true Christian yet. I know it will 
grieve you. I said this because I must speak the 
truth. I will tell you also something which I hope 
will rejoice you. Two years before this, I was one 
who never uttered one word in prayer to my Cre- 
ator. Now I am happy to say that I am praying 
for the Holy Ghost to renew my heart, to make 
me believe in Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners, 
and to make me one among those who believe in 
Him. If it happen that I write you again, I hope 
I shall be enabled by the mercy of God to write 
you better things concerning the state of my soul. 





About my learning, undoubtedly you know I 
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am not studying English. In Tamul I learn Ne- 
gundoo, second part, and am also forming a hab- 
it to read and to explain. songs.* 

I am spending half of my time with the girls in 
the family, in téaching them Tamul. Some of 
them learn faster than the boys I cannot say much 
about their spiritual welfare. What I can say is, 
the voice of their prayers often reached my ears. 

My good Sir, now I come to the conclusion of 
my letter. Commending myself to your pious 
prayer. 

I am Sir, your servant, 
and son in Christ, 
Pauu Tircoms. 
Capt. John Wills, Wewburyport. 


Oodooville, Feb. 24, 1823. 
My dear Madam, 
I write you this letter with the hope that you 
will read it with the greatest pleasure. 

When I was five years old my mother died, but 
I was with my father ignorant of the Creator of the 
universe, heaven and hell. When God in his 
mercy has sent the missionaries to this place, I 
was taken to enjoy your favour, by which now I 
am come to the knowledge of a Saviour. I have 
concern also for my soul for which I daily pray. 
As Iam yet in an unrepented state, I am afraid I 
shall go to hell if I die this minute. 

I think it a great mercy that God has put me 
into such a situation, which is not to many chil- 
dren like me, and 1 praise God for it. 

As far as I know the word of God, I speak it to 
others, WhatI can say about my learning is both 
in English and Tamul. [Tam in the first class. 
In English I am learning to read, to spell and to 
write. Iam getting also the Grammar by heart. 
In Tamul to read, write, and to explain the song. 

All these, my good benefactress, is your favour, 
and [am, Madam, Yours. 

A. Hooker. 

Mrs. Thomas Lathrop, Vorwich, Ct. 
: Oodooville, Feb. 24, 1823. 
My good Benefactress, 

I do not know, myself, how I shall show my 
gratefulness to you for all the good things, I, a 
heathen boy, and one who live in a heathen coun- 
try, receive from your hand. However I write 
you these few lines, hoping that it will gladden 
you, and beg you will read it. 

When I was eight years old my father died. 
Soon after that my dear mother died. I was with 
my uncle. I did not then know there was one 
God. Neither did I know what kind of a person, 
nor who he is, nor was 1 told by any one how I 
must love him. Especially I never dreamed that 
I was a sinner, and a Saviour was necessary. 
When these good missionaries came to this place. 
Eheard something about these things, but all seem- 
ed to be foolishness. Soon it was reported that 
the missionaries are going to take children to in- 
struct, giving them food and clothes for charity. 
Hearing this I came tothem. It is now more 
than two years that lam with them. The bene- 
fits that I enjoy in this space of time, are not a lit- 
tle. Herel shall mention some of them. Not 
only I know now the true God, but also the Sa- 
viour, whom the sinners stand in need of. If | 
find myself to be a lover of that Saviour, I will 





* Tamul poetry, or bigh Tamul. 
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consider myself a happy creature. Indeed it is 
iny misery that my heart is far from bim. Al- 
though my present state is dangerous, yet I hope 
God, who has showed me so many mercies, wil! 
give me a beart that I may love Jesus Christ, and 
become a partaker of that salvation of which he 
is the author, for which I daily pray. 

If you wish to know about my studies, in Eng.- 
lish, I am learning to read, to spell, and to write. 
[ am also learning the Grammar by heart. In 
Tamual [ learn Negundoo, third part, and to ex- 
plain the songs. 

My Jear Madam, for the present my case stands 
thus. If you will be pleased to write to me, and 
give me those instructions that is necessary, I wiil 
think it an additional favour. Hoping that you 
will not forget me in your prayers, I subscribe, 

Your grateful, 
J. B. Frazier. 
Miss Russell, Boston. 


The next is addressed to a Society in Middlebury Col- 
lege, Vermont, for the support of a youth named Solomon 
N. Allen. 


Oodooville, Feb. 24, 1815. 
My Dear Sirs, 

It-is about two and half years, since I entered 
into your favour. Indeed ny state before this pe- 
riod was miserable. As it is my duty to inform 
you of the benefits that I now enjoy, both bodily 
and spiritually,—I consider it a great privilege, 
that I get this opportunity of writing to you this 
short letter. 

Toward the bodily benefits that I enjoy, I cau 
say not only that I am getting my food and clothes, 
but also I am learning a language that will make 
me a useful person in the world, and my own fan- 
guage, which is very necessary to me. 

In English I am in the first class, and my les- 
sons in it are Grammar, spelling and reading in 
the New-Testament. 1 am also learning to write 
and to speak English. LIlearn phrases which are 
translated into Tamul. In Tamul IL learn Negun- 
doo and am making a custom to read and explain 
the songs. 

The spiritual benefits that I enjoy are, I hear 
the word of God every day, by which I am come 
to the knowledge of a true God, of a Saviour, who 
gave his life for sinners, of a reward those who re- 
ceive bim will possess, and of the punishment 
which will come upon those wlio reject him. But 
Lam afraid that I am not yet a true disciple of 
Christ, and Lhave a hope in his mercy, that I 
shall ina time be numbered among his true disci- 
ples. 

Now my Benefactors I finish my letter, begging 
you all to remember me always when you go to 
your Lord, whom you love. 

Your humble servant, 
S. N, ALen. 


LETTER FROM THE CHILDREN AT PANDITERIPO. 


The following letter, signed by all the children in the 
boarding school at Panditeripo, and addressed to their 
benefactors in the United States, accompanied the com- 
munication from Dr. Scudder. ‘The letter was written by 
T. W. Coe, with some assistance. 


Beloved in the Lord,—With pleasure the girls 
and boys attached to the boarding school at Pan- 
diteripo, in the district of Jaffna, island of Cey- 
lon, write to you. In times past, though we heard 
the word of God, some of us were not disposed 
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to receive it. On acertain day we felt this to be 
very wrong, and almost all of us, with much sor- 
row, cried out, “ What shall we do to be saved ?” 
but, though we thus felt, some of us went back. 
You will, however, rejoice to hear that our impres- 
sions have been renewed. ‘Though we are placed 
among the heathen, we think God hus given us 
grace to differ from them. It is our desire to pray 
and to read his word, and we think he has given 
us this desire. ‘Through divine grace, some of us 
go among the people and communicate the word 
of God to them. When we do so, we meet with 
persecution. But though they persecute us, we 
with pleasure make kuown his word to them. 
We thank you for all your kindness to us, and we 
request you to pray for us. We shall be glad if 
you would send us any books which you may think 
proper. While we are in this world, though we 
caupot see each other, let us endéavour to meet in 
heaven. We are well. We wish to inguire after 
vour bealth. Your Friends, 

J. Crane, G. Hooker, 

J. Porter, M. Luther, 

5. Bloomfield, E. F. Cookley, 

G. Waterbury W. Volk, 

W. Hopton, E. Warren, 

M. Fuiler, W. T. Ladd, 

5. J. Mills, W. Teuneut, 

J. Greenwood, IH. Rutgers, 

RK. Cunningham, E. Boudinot, 

T. W. Coe, J. Calvin, 

TL. Loomis, k. W. Bridges, 

J. Ciay, P. ‘LTiucomb, 

Bb. N. Lewis, J. Gotie, 

T. Hedges, 

W. Bancker, 

W. Holiinshead. 

E. M. Miller, 

L. liipley, 


Julia A. Prime, 
Isabella Graham, 
Martha Washington. 


JOURNAL OF REY. LEVI SPAULDING AT MANEPY. 
Traits of Native Character. 


July 5, 1823. At the beginning of this month 
I dismissed one of my schoolmasters, for neglect- 
ing his school, and employed another man. The 
consequence was such as I auticipated. All the 
people in the village were offended, aud raised a 
great outcry agtiust the Padre. 1 had broken 
their customs, aud commnitted av unpardonable of- 
fence, 

Two or three men of high rank came to inter- 
cede for the schoolmaster, but, as he was present, 
I refused to hear them. “Bat why,” said the 
Odigar, “will you not forgive him?” “ Yes, I 
forgive him, but do not wash to employ bim.” 
“Dues not your religion teach you to forgive 7” 
“Yes, when there is evidence of sincere repent 
ance.” Well, iry him another mouth, and if he 
does not do well, then turn him out.” “ No, I 
lave tried him already wany months.” “ But try 
him one more month, and | will be responsible 
for his doing well.” Lreplied, “1 have employed 
ano:her master, and [I want this one no more.”—1 
then turned and went away, the almost only civil 
method of getting rid of this people, when they 
visit you. Notwithstanding this, the Odigar fol- 
lowed me, and, when alone, he said in a whisper, 
“Are you going to put this new man in fora 
schoolmaster.” “Yes.” “ That—said he—is ve- 
ry well, he is a clever feliow ; but as for that old 
master, he is an over-flowing villain.” This isa 
life-picture of what we see every day. Deception, 


ples of all popular science, which is reduced to 
practice among this people. 


this afternoon, I saw a number of persons in the 
road near me. I entered into conversation with 
them on the necessity of renouncing their idols; 
and of trusting in Jesus Christ. A very old man, 
who had lost one eye, and could see but poorly 
with the other, pressed through the company, and, 
coming close to me, and staring me in the face, 
said in a very impressive manner, “ Sir, how long 
since this religion came into the world?” I re- 
plied, “ God gave it to our first parents, whom he 
created.” “ If so,—said he,—how does it happen, 
that we have known nothing about it all this time ?” 
This question was asked with all the confidence of 
a conclusive argument against the religion of 
Christ. Oh, when will Christians feel the force of 
this reproach,—and when will they do all that 
God requires of them to take up this stumbling 
block out of the way of the heathen! 


An instance of persecution. 


About the last of June, 1823, the wife of the 
Odigar appeared somewhat thoughtful. For sey- 
eral months ber impressions became gradually 
more and more deep. During all this time she 
suifered much persecution. Her father in law 
threatened aud abused, her husband beat her, and 
al! her relaiions did what they could by ridicule, 
to divert her mind from the concerns of her soul. 
This not proving sufficieut, brahmins and panda- 
rums were called in to their aid, and all that is 
fearful or alluring in their religion was made to 
bear upon her. At this ting al! our visits were 
watched with the utmost care, and, of we spoke to 
her, they would make such a noise as either to 
prévent her from hearing, or to destroy as much as 
possible the effect. Many evil reports were circu- 
lated and many threats sent to us, and some stones 
thrown. But this was not sufficient. She contin- 
ued deeply anxious, and our hopes were much 
streughtened. ‘The people, however, were not 
willing to give up their object, and, as Mf in the 
last struggles of despairing hope, they cut down 
a tree, and prepared the funeral pile to burn her 
mother alive, in case the woman refused to return 
to her heathenisin, “ for this, said they, will atone 
for the disgrace brought upon us by her becoming 
a Christian.” This had the desived effect. She 
was overcome; and, though dragged unwillingly 
to the temple at first, she now goes frequently. 
When we exhorted her still to trust in Jesus, to 
take courage, and to refuse to yield to temptations, 
she said, “I know it ismy duty. I see that these 
things are true, and that tie customs of the hea- 
then are all folly, and against God, but when I feel 
the blows of my husband, and see the funeral pile 
of my mother, how can | be bold, how can I trust 
in Jesus?” One day she said to Mis. Spaulding, 
if the tree had been cut down to burn me, I should 
not feel it so much, but the thought that my poor 
old mother must thus suffer for my sake is insu 
portable. Christians in America cannot make 
sufficient allowance for thuse among this people 
who are disposed to follow Christ. The iow state 
of morals, the want of decision of character, and 
the contempt and persecution which are heaped up- 
on them all unite to root out or choke the good 
seed sown in their hearts. 





flattery and bribery are the fundamental princi- 


Aug. 31. As I was visiting from house to house - 
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JOURNAL OF THE MISSION AT HONORURU. 

March 25, 1824. Mr. Chamberlain having 
opetied a writing school particularly for the bene. 
fit of the youths, who are engaged in teaehing, 
had about a dozen pupils this afternoon. It is 
designed to have them attend one afternoon in 
each week, to receive lessons in the art of pen- 
manship. 

Progress of Improvement. 

April 13. Mr. Loomis has to day finished prin- 
ting 3000 copies of the elementary lessons for 
schools, prepared jomtly by Messrs. Bingham 
and Ellis. It contains the alphabet, Arabic fig. 
ures, and a specimen of Roman numerals, and ex- 
ercises in spelling from monosyllables to words of 
ten syllables, with a due proportion of exercises 
in reading. 

It is a fact of no small interest and importance, 
that the desire of the people for instruction has 
hitherto kept pace, in a remarkable degree, with 
the increasing means placed within their reach. 
Of this we have had striking evidence this eve. 
ning. The chiefs and the school teachers held 
one of the most interesting meetings that we have 
known in the islands. The missionaries were in- 
vited by the chiefs to attead, and take a part in 
the meeting, which was held in a very large school 
house, built by Kamamalu, and we could not fail 
to be delighted and greatly encouraged by the in- 
terview. Wishing to see the chiefs lead the way, 
Mr. Binghatn asked Krimoku to state the object 
of the meeting, who, turning to Kaahumanu, said, 
“Js it not to make public our resolution respecting 
the palapala, and the kanawatio Iehova? |learn- 
ing, and the law of the Lord ?) She replied “ Ji 
is’ Both then declared their determination to 
adhere to the instructions of the missionaries, to 
attend to learning, observe the Sabbath, worship 
God, and obey his law, and have all their people 
instructed. ‘Tamoree, Kearuahonui, and other 
chiefs and head men assented to the proposal to 
have a general attention given to instruction 
among their people. ‘TTamoree has long been in 
favour of this. Krimoku said that this public 
measure in favour of general instruction should 
have been adopted before, had it not been for the 
devotedness of the king to his pleasures, aud his 
roving from place to place and diverting the atten- 
tion of the people. Inan address to the meeting 
he contrasted the former state of the people with 
their present prospects, and decidedly recommen- 
ded to his people to embrace the new systein of 
religion, now proposed to them. When he put 
the question to the chiefs, whether they agreed 
with him, they promptly answered “.4e.” [pro- 
nounced fye.] Messrs. Ellis and Bingham, 
strongly approved the resolutions of the chiefs, 
and earnestly recommended the abandonment of 
prevailing vices, and a diligent atiention to in- 
struction and the duties of Christianity. They 
took occasion to discountenance the wasting of 
time by idleness and sport, the practice of gaining 
for money, which is but too common, though very 
much less sothan a year ago, and the abuse of 
the institution of marriage, as well as the viola- 
tions of the Sabbath. A hymn was sung, and the 
conference was closed with prayer by Mr. E. The 
chiefs requested that the Missionaries would con- 
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tinue to meet with them, to instruct them in the 
right way, when it should be convenient. 

14. A new impulse appears to have been given 
by the measures of last evening, a considerable 
number of scholars has been added to the schools 
before established, and several new schools opened. 
Numerous applications have been made for books, 
and nearly 200 copies of the elementary lessons 
have been given out. 

15. A letter has been received by the brethren 
from Messrs. Thurston, Bishop, and Ely, giving 
the pleasing intelligence that Kamakau, an active 
chief at Kaavaroa, had applied to them for christ- 
tian baptism, and had given them satisfactory evi- 
dence of a radical change of heart, which, in their 
view, rendered it suitable, with our consent, to pro- 
pound him for admission to the church. Kapio- 
lani also they represent as in a very interesting 
state of mind, but she does not offer herself as 
a candidate for baptism, because as she says she 
is too wicked yet, but hopes to be better by and 


by. 


Anniversary of the Mission, and Examination of 
the School. 


19. Fourth anniversary of the landing of the 
missionaries at Woahoo, This day is marked 
with peculiar interest, and with special tukens of 
divine favour towards the objects of the mission, 
which have, by the blessing of God, been steadily 
and uninterruptedly pursued for four years, since 
the mission was established. During the last quar- 
ter, the number of pupils in the schools at this 
place has been augmented trom 238 to 600. An 
edition of 2000 copies of hymns in the native lan- 
guage has been published, and an edition of 3000 
copies of elementary lessons for learners, of which 
622 copies have been given out for this district 
and Waititi, within a week from the time they 
were printed. This afternoon, at the ringing of 
the bell, between 500 and 600 pupils, with thei: 
teachers, asembled, and filled the church to over- 
flowing, and passed a hasty and superficial exami- 
nation in spelling, reading and writing, &c. which 
occupied three hours. Several exhibited short 
speciinens of composition. One only was examin- 
ed in arithmetic, though others have commenced 
that study, among whom is T'amoree, who is tou 
ill to be present, but not behind his equals in rank 
in his attainments. Kaahumanu was the first pu- 
pil examined, spelled the first word, and exhibited 
her slate with a few sentences written upon it in 
a good hand, and signed with her name; the sub- 
stance of which is: * This is my word and hand. 
[am making myself strong. 1 declare in the pres- 
ence of God, [ repent of my sin, and believe God 
to be our Father.” Krimoku, who, being obliged 
to sail for Mowee, was unable to attend, sent in, 
however, for examination, a note in his own hand 
writing to this effect: “ Love to you Mr. Bingham. 
This is my writing, which my hand has made. 
Just look at it. I love the words from you. We 
have heard [or obeyed] your words. I love the 
words of you two, [Messrs. E. and B.] towards us 
concerning God.” Other chiefs, Piia, Kekauruo- 
ke, Hinau, &c. exhibited similar specimens. A 
circumstance of no sinall interest is the attachment 
to our school of several young Marquesians, who 
are acquiring under tbe instruction of Mr. Ellis, 
the art of reading and writing the different dialects 
of the Sandwich, Society and Marquesian Islands, 
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and who are intended to be sent back by the first 
opportunity to their countrymen, with books in 
their own language. Several gentlemen came to 
the examination, but, on account of the heat, and 
extremely crowded state of the house, most of them 
soon retired. But what is remarkable, Kaahuma- 
nu, who is easily discommoded by heat or crowd- 
ing, remained quiet throughout the whole exerci- 
ses. She was delighted with the joint ascription 
of praise to Jehovah by the classes, as they rehear- 
sed, or cantilated, in concert, some scriptural pas- 
sages, which they had committed to memory.— 
When they jointly shouted “ Hoorea 1a Jehova,” 
{Praise the Lard,] she said she was Ilihia, as 
though the 2kua [God] were present or coming 
down upon us. By the term Ilihia she meant to 
signify, that she experienced a sensation similar to 
what we sometimes attempt to express by saying, 
it makes one’s hair rise, or, as Eliphaz said on a 
different oceasion, “ Then the spirit passed before 
my face ; the hair of my flesh stood up.” Mr. El- 
lis addressed the schools and their teachers in a 
short exhortation, and, after a hyann, Mr. B. closed 
the exercises with prayer, commending the schools 
and their instructors to God, and ascribing thanks- 
giving to him for the tokeus of his mercy towards 
them. Inthe evening avery interesting confer- 
ence meeting was held between the chiefs and wmis- 
sionaries, the school teachers and their pupils. 
Kaahumanu, who, at the examination, appeared 
only asa pupil, now appeared as an authorized 

teacher and ruler of the people. As such, she 

recommended to them, to cast off all their old and 
evil practices, and go in the new and right way, 
attend diligently to instruction, and observe the 

law of God. That she might not seem to be en- 

forcing this without their consent, she, in a very 

proper manner, demanded of them whether they 

were willing to engage in this work of reforma- 

tion; to which they replied “ 4e.” Messrs. Ellis 

and Bingham, urged the importance of reforma- 

tion, the necessity of seeking the salvation of their 

souls, learning to read the word of God, waiting 

on God by prayer and praise, and abstainiag from 

particular sins, as gaming, lying, stealing, drunk- 

enness and adultery, which seem to have been the 

most prevalent crimes in the land, if so be that 

God might have mercy on them, and pardon them 

through the mediation and death of Jesus Christ 

his Son. After the meeting was closed by prayer, 

Kaahumanu said privately to one of the brethren, 

‘* When am I to be baptized ?” She had been told 

that a ruler, who belongs to Christ’s family, must 

not only serve God himself, but diligently endeav- 

or to have his people do so too. 





JOURNAL OF MESSRS. STEWART AND RICHARDS 
AT LAHINAH. 


Inconvenience of Native Houses. 


The house in which Dr. Blatchley slept at Labinah, 
was accidentally set on fire by the touch of a candle, on 
the 3d of December, 1823, but saved by immediate exer- 
tion. This circumstauce gave rise to the remarks which 
follow. 

The greatest danger to which we feel ourselves 
exposed, is from the materials of which our little 
cabins are constructed. It seldom rains at Lahi- 
nah, and, in a short time after erecting a house, 
the grass thatch, which forms the outside, becomes 
perfect tinder ; and in case of fire, unless suppres- 
sed at the instant it commences, the loss of the 


building is inevitable, and what is of far greater 
importance to persons situated as we are, the loss 
of every thing it contains. The rapidity of the 
flames scarcely adinits the rescue of life, much less 
of property. 

Native dwellings are objectionable in many re- 
spects. ‘The wind, dust and rain find ready access 
to ours im every part; and not only put us to 
great inconvenience, but often greatly endanger 
our health. The leaves of the sugar cane with 
which they are lined, and the grass and mats for- 
ming the floors, are secure and appropriate har- 
bours for the mice, fleas and cockroaches which 
infest this land, and by which we are greatly an- 
noyed. But, were the buildings ever so comfort- 
able for the time being, their frailty would be an 
objection ; the thatch must be frequently repaired, 
and the whole house entirely rebuilt every third 
o: fourth year. 

We are at a loss to determine, what the mate- 
rials of our permanent dwellings shall be. If con- 
structed of wood, every part must come from 
America, the Islands affording no ti:nber for house 
building that is accessible, or to be obtained for 
a ‘reasonable price. If of stone, the lime and lum- 
ber necessary to finish them must be procured in 
the same distant country ; for the expense of bur- 
ning lime here, would be greater than the cost of 
it in America, and its freight to the Islands, 


Trials in case of Sickness. 


Dr. Blatcheley, who had been fora season at Lahinal, 
had but just sailed for Honoruru, when three of the fam- 
ily, Mr. Stewart, Mrs. Richards and Betsey Stockton, 
were taken very ill. Mrs. Richards, particularly, was for 
a while regarded as in iminent danger. This led them-to 
feel, very sensibly, the need of another physician, or of 
greater medical skill among themselves, 

But the want of a physician is not at such times 
the only cause of anxiety and distress,—is not all 
that makes the difference between a chamber of 
sickness in a foreign land, and in the habitations 
of our fathers. Our nearest and dearest friends, 
instead of hanging on our pillows with kind and 
assiduous attention, are obliged to exhaust them- 
selves in the lowest drudgery, without an assistant 
on whom they ean call to share even the hardest 
of their labour. No kind neighbor or Christian 
friend calls to sympathize with us, in our suffer- 
ings, or to relieve, during the watches of the night, 
those who are overcome by the fatigues of the day. 
Our establishnsenut afiords few of the articles which, 
at home, are considered indispensable to the com- 
fort of a sick room, and, when the violence of the 
disease is removed, we have no delicacy to tempt 
the fastidious appetite of an invalid, or cordial te 
revive the drooping spirits of the languid and the 
faint. 

We mention these facts, not as complaining of 
the privations of which we are sensible ;—for 
through the grace of God, we do sincerely esteem 
them the “light afflictions,” that deserve not to 
be named, in comparison with the everlasting be- 
nefits we trust we are securing to the heathen ;— 
but only to exhibit to our patrons the various and 
true shades of missionary life. 

24. Yesterday Krimoku returned from Hono- 
ruru. This evening, after attending prayers, he 
asked Mr. Stewart, whether tomorrow would not 
be the birth day of our Saviour Jesus Christ? On 
receiving answer that it was the day generally ob- 





served ‘by Christians, as such, he said, “It will be 
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well, then, for us to assemble at the house of pray- 
er, and give thanks to Jehovah ;” and orders were 
immediately given by him,to have proclamation 
of the meeting made to the people. 


Punishment for Theft. 


£7. On the evening of the day, on which Mr. 
Whitney arrived at Woahoo, from Atoor, a trunk, 
containing his clothes, papers, &c. was stolen from 
the hall of the mission house. . 
the thief was obtained, till within a day or two; 
though suspicion rested on the attendants of some 
of the chiefs, who were at the house in the dusk 
of the evening. This morning a messenger from 
Kaikioeva, the guardian of the prince, came be- 
fore sunrise to inform Mr. Stewart, that Mr. W’s 
trunk had been found in the possession of a fol 
lower of the young chief, and to request him to be 
present at the examination of it, previous to its 
being delivered to the care of the mission. On 
the arrival of Mr. S. at the establishment of the 
chief, the trunk was produced, and as much of its 
former contents as could be found replaced. It 
was then formally given up, in the presence of a 
large assembly of the people, of the prince and 
his guardian, including all their personal attend- 
ants, male and female ; while the culprit was, with 
judicial solemnity, publicly reproved for his crime 
by Kaikioeva, and punished by being dismissed 
from the service of Keavkioli. 
the investigation, it was ascertained that the hahu 
{chief personal attendant) of the Prince was ac- 
cessary to the theft. He was immediately called, 
and ordered to bring forward the personal effects 
of the chief, (of which he had the care,) for inspec 
tion, preparatory to his dismissal from his siiua- 
tion. Inthe course of the morning the clothes, 
furniture, books, &c. in his possession were exam- 
ined, and, after an inventory of them had been 
taken, in the presence of all the high chiefs, they 
were delivered, as insignia of the office, to another 

etty chief; while the former kahu was disgraced 
by a public expulsion from the household of the 
iad. 

This is perhaps the most decisive meastrre ever 
taken by the chiefs for the suppression of theft, 
and will doubtless produce a happy eftect. For 
merly the chiefs made few or no exertions to pre- 
vent the crime, or to bring the guilty to punish- 
ment, and theft was very common. The remedy 
of the evil is, in a great measure, with the chiefs, 
if they really discountenance and punish this vice, 
stealing will soon be unpopular. 

We were much gratified with the manliness 
and resolution of the prince on this occasion. He 
is only nine years old, was strongly attached to his 
kahu, having been carried in his arms from his 
birth, and wept much when parting with him ; still 
he said he must go, or by and by the foreigners 
would think that he himself was heva, (guilty,) 
and, if he kept thieves in his train, would say that 
he had ordered them to steal. 


QUESTION ANSWERED. 








The subjoined was read before an Association of Minis- 
ters, and at their unanimous request inserted in the 


Recorder'and Telegraph. 

What is the meaning of Mark 11: 24, * What 
things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them 2” 


Question Answered. 
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The expression in Matthew, 21: 22, is in terms 
somewhat different. “And all things whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

Believing, in these and similar passeges, I ap- 
prehend, means the faith of miracles. It is a con- 
fident persuasion, arising from some supernatural 
communication to the mind, that the thing prayed 
for wili be granted. ‘This faith was always neces- 
sary in the performance of miracles, and, usually, 
in him for whom they were performed. When 
Jesus heard that the disciples could not cast ont 
the dumb spirit, he immediateiy impnted it to their 
unbelief, and called them a faithless generation. 
He also said to the father of the possessed person, 
in answer to his entreaty, “If thou canst betieve, 
all things are possible to him that believeth.” So 
Paul first perceived that the cripple, at Lystra, 
had faith to be healed, and then said, “ Stand up- 
right on thy feet.” In other instances no such 
faith was in exercise, in the recipient of the mira- 
culous favour. [tis probable this faith did not ex- 
ist in the sisters of Lazarus, nor in any who were 
present on that occasion. It was also wanting 
when the father of Publius was cured by Paul, 
and in many other cases. 

That the belief spoken of, in the passage under 
consideration, was the faith of miracles, appears 
from several considerations. 

I. The oceasion on which the words were spo- 
ken, almost necessarily leads us to this conclusion. 
Our Saviour, as he was coming from Bethany, 
had sought fruit on a fig-tree which stood near the 
road. On finding it barren, he said, * No man 
eat frnit of thee hereafter, for ever.” The tree, 
as appears from Matthew, immediately withered ; 
but, though the disciples passed near it in the eve- 
ning, they did not perceive its being dried up, ti!l 
the next morning. They then expressed great as- 
tonishinent at the event. To show the improprie- 
tv of this surprize, Jesus said, “ Have faith in God. 
For Verily I say unto you, that whosoever skall 
say unto this nountain, Be thou removed and be 
thou cast inio the sea, and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he 
saith shall come to pass, he shall have whatsoever 
he saith.” The whole conversation was concern- 
ing a miracle that had been wrought, and he assur- 
ed them that, by faith, they might perform even a 
greater miracle. Could he then mean any thing 
but miraculous faith ? 

If any should say, be changes the subject in the 
next verse, and speaks of whatsoever we may ask 
in prayer, whether miraculous or not, it is believ- 
ed the connexion will not warrant such an inter- 
pretation. They had seen, with astonishment, a 
single miracle wrought on the fig-tree. He had 
told them that, by faith, they might produce a grea- 
ter single miracle upon a mountain. He then 
adds, * What things soever ye desire when ve pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.” If he intended, as is supposed, whatsoe- 
ver miraculous things ye ask, he used the proper 
words to convey the idea. The extension is not 
from a miraculous event to others which are not 
miraculous; but from one great miracle to others 
of the same kind. 

I]. The most able commentators have consider- 
ed the belief here spoken of, as being the faith of 
miracles. I am well aware that too much depen- 
dence is not to be placed on commentators. The 
best of them are but fallible men. But when we 
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consider that God’s usual mode of instructing in 
spiritual things, is, by sending some man “ to help 
us,” we ought not slightly to reject the opinion of 
those, who appear to have ably and carefully in- 
guired for the truth, that they might communicate 
it to others. 

Dr. Collins, the continuator of Poole, on this 
text refersto his note on Matthew 21:22. He 
there says, “ Our Saviour telleth Peter and the 
rest, that if they had faith and doubted not, they 
should not only do that which he had done to the 
fig tree, but if they said to that mountain, be re- 
moved and cast into the sea, it should be done. 
This,” says, he “is interpreted by verse 22. All 
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, ye shai! 
receive.” It is plain, therefore, that he considered 
our Saviour as speaking of the same thing, in 
verse 24 of Mark, as in verse 23; and, consequent- 
ly, that he had reference to miraculous events and 
miraculous faith. Dr. Macknight also refers to 
the words used by Matthew as meaning the same 
as those of Mark. He says, “ All things whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive. Whatsoever miracle you shall ask by faith, 
ye shall receive.” Dr. Doddridge paraphrases the 
words thus, “ Whatsoever things you desire and 
ask of God, in prayer, to make it manifest that 
you are seat of him, and to confirm your doctrine, 
if you believe that you shall receive them, how- 
ever difficult the things may be that you request, 
yet, in such circumstances, they shall certainly be 
done, and you shall have them.” ‘To this he adds 
in his note, “The attempt of performing mira- 
cles, in public, was a remarkable instance of faith 
inthe Divine power and fidelity. The person 
speaking,” that is in such an attempt, “ pawned al! 
his credit as a messenger of God, and, conse- 
quently, all the honour and usefulness of his fu- 
ture life, on the ummediate miraculous energy, to 
attend his words and to be visibly exerted, on his 
uttering them.” Dr. Scott also refers to his note 
on Matihew 21: 22, for an explanation of this 
text. He there says, * Jesus showed them the en- 
ergy of faith, with a special reference to the pow- 
er of working miracles in his name. Whenever 
a proper occasion offered of performing a miracle, 
in support of their doctrine, and they went about 
it relying on his power and not doubting his con- 
currence ; they would not only be enabied to per- 
form as wonderful works as that of withering the 
fiz tree, but even the mount of Olives, which they 
were then passing, might, at their word, be remov- 
ed and cast into the sea: that is, nothing which 
they undertook would be impossible for them. ‘To 
this our Lord subjoined, that they ought not to 
doubt, but verily believe, that they should receive 
whatever they asked in prayer. ‘This, too, speci 
ally refers to the case of miracles.” Qn the text 
in Mark, he says, “this was peculiarly applicable 
to the exercise of faith required in working mira- 
cles.” 

To these might be added the opinions of many 
other writers of respectability, who have under- 
stood the passage in the same sense. 

Ill. That the belief here spoken of, means the 
faith of miracles, is to be inferred from the natur- 
al import of the expressions. “ Believe that ye 
receive them,” must unply a faith built upon some 
kind of proper evidence. It cannot be “ believ- 


ing what neither Scripture, sense, nor reason teach- 
es.” The foundation of this faith must be that 
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which gives full assurance. ‘The expressions of 
our Saviour are, “If thou hast faith and doubt 
not”—*“ and shall not doubt in his heart.” When 
Peter began to sink, Jesus reproved him by say- 
ing, “* Wherefore didst thou doubt ?” What evi- 
dence, I ask, can support such full and unwaver- 
ing faith? It is presumed we cap conceive of but 
three things which are sufficient for this purpose. 
First, the express promise of the word of God. 
This gave Daniel strong faith, when with the pro- 
phecy of Jeremial; before him, he prayed. “O 
Lord, hear, O. Lord, forgive, O Lord hearken 
and do, defer not, for thine own sake, cause thy 
face to shine wpon thy sanctuary.” This is suffi- 
cient to induce ail to pray, with unwavering con- 
fidence, “Thy kingdom come.” But among all 
the things which we are to desire when we pray, 
how few are thus secured by promise ? 

Another ground of this unwavering faith is spe- 
cial revelation. This Simeon had when he pray- 
ed that the Messiah might come, before his death. 
This paul had, when he prayed to be instructed at 
Damascus, and that none of those who sailed with 
him to ltaly, might be lost. But these were spe- 
cial, muraculous interpositions, and excited and 
supported miraculous faith. 

A third ground of faith without doubt is an im- 
pression upon the mind that an extraordinary event 
will take place, on our willing or desiring it. This 
differs lite from a special revelation. It may 
take place either in the performer or reeeiver of 
the miraculous favour, or in both. In the case of 
the paralytic who was let down through the tiling 
of the house, Jesus saw their faith and performed 
the cures When he perceived the great faith of 
the woman of Canaan, he said, “ Be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt.” Those impressjons or intima- 
tions were altogether miraculous, and could pro- 
duce no other faith, but the faith of miracles.” 

It makes no difference whether the events were 
caused by common or supernatuial means. If 
they followed such special revelation or impres- 
sion upon the mind, they were miraculous works, 
because performed unde: miraculous circumstan- 
ces. Hezekiah’s recovery was a miracle, though, 
it is probable the plaster of figs was the most na- 
tural remedy that could have been applied. The 
preservation of Paul and his company at Melita, 
was a miraculous deliverance, though they were 
saved by ordinary means, and it was true that un- 
less the shipmen abode in the vessel, they could 
not escape. ‘These events and other of the same 
kind were miracles, not because of the means 
which were used, nor because the effects were pro- 
duced without means, but because there were ex- 
traordinary communications concerning them. 

By no other means than these three, can we 
suppose a foundation laid for that unwavering 
faith which is spoken of m the words which we 
are now considering. The first will apply to but 
few of the things which we must ask in prayer, 
and the two last are decidedly miraculous. The 
faith therefore spoken of, must, from the most na- 
tural interpretation of the words, be the faith of 
miracles. Whatsoever we desire of God, under a 
special revelation or miraculous impression that 
it will be for his glory to grant it, at that time, or 
in conformity with our prayers, we may and ought 
to believe that we receive it, and it shail be done.” 

Should it be said, we may bave a lower degree 
of impression that the thing we ask will be done, 
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which may not amount to a miracle ; the answer 
is, if it be so low as wot to give certainty, it can- 
not produce unwavering faith; and if it be so 
high as to do this, it can differ in nothing from a 
miraculous impression. 

If the above remarks be just, whatsoever things 
we desire in prayer, since miracles are not to be 


expected cannot be asked with the faith here spo- 


ken of, because there can be no evidence short of 
miracles, which can be a warrant for such belief. 
The promises of Scripture, indeed, may enable us 
to desire in prayer, many things, with unwavering 
assurance of faith; but they cannot warrant us so 
to believe concerning all things. They now give 
no intimation that the withering of trees, remrov- 
ing of mountains, the healing of the sick, or the 
raising of the dead, shall take place at our request. 
On all these subjects, they are perfectly silent ; 
and, if we have evidence that such events will 
occur, it inst be by special revelation or miracu- 
lous impression. When, therefore, our Saviour 
says, Whatsoever things ye desire when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them,” he must mean a 
faiuh which could not arise from Scripture prom- 
ises, and therefore must be miraculous. 
(To be continued.) 
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AFRICAN COLONY. 


The latest intelligence from Liberia, represents the Co- 
lony asin a very flourishing state. The settlers are heal- 
thy, contented, and happy; and have acquired much of 
that national spirit and self respect, of which no reasona- 
ble person ever doubted that they were suscepuble ; but 
which they could never have possessed in a country like 
this. They have become more moral, intelligent, and 
enterprising, and possess more of the qualities and char- 
acter of men than the same class of persons have ever 
done in any other part of the world. They are making 
successful efforts to explore the vegetable, and mineral 
riches of the country. There can be little doubt that the 
American Colony in Africa, will be as great a nation as 
any Colony ever became. 





ENGLISH CATHOLICS. 


The Bill for the relief of Catholics, which admits them 
to the offices in the gift of the British Crown, a right 
which they have not enjoyed since the Reformation, was 
rejected by the House of Lords on the 18th of May, by 
a majority of 48. It was the renewal of aa effort, which 
has often been made, to procure equal rights for that op- 
pressed class of people. We are no friends to Catholic 
intolerance, of which the world has seen cnough, nor 
would we imitate that intolerance, even in our deport- 
ment towards those who have most practised it. Eng- 
land is certainly best qualified to regulate her domestic 
nterest; but we canaot but hope, that it will soon be 
thought consistent with good policy, to give to all classes 
of her people, equal privileges, 





EMIGRATION TO HAYTL 


The emigration of the coloured people of this country 
to Hayu, #otwithstanding some disc ourageme nts, appears 
so be stili going on. The following fact, takea from the 
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the light in which we trust, many owners of slaves regard 
slavery. 

A gentleman from Virginia, applied at the of- 
fice of the Baltimore Haytian Emigration Society 
on the 24th ult. for information respecting the pro- 
priety and practicability of sending a large num- 
ber of Slaves to the Republic of Hayti. After he 
had received from the Agent a statement of the 
present situation of things, relative to the emigra- 
tion of our colored people to that island, he re- 
quested assistance in procuring a vessel for the 
parpose above mentioned. This was cheerfully 
complied with; and the next day a contract was 
closed, with a ship owner, to take ont EIGHTY- 
EIGHT SLAVES, all belonging to the gentle- 
mav aforesaid, the price of whose passage he pays 
himself, and for the use of whom he also pur- 
chased Agricultural implements in this city to the 
value of one hundred and thirty dollars! 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday the 29th of June, the Rev. 
Danie. W. Latrarop, was installed (by the Pres- 
bytery of Huron) Pastor of ‘the Presbyterian 
church and congregation in Elyria (Lorain Co. 
Ohio.) The Rev. Siephen I. Bradstreet preached 
the Sermon ; Rev. Simeon Woodruff offered the 
introductory prayer and defivered the address 
to the Pastor; Rev. Alfred H. Betts gave the 
charge to the people, and Rev. S. I. Bradstreet 
offered the coucluding prayer. The services were 
attended in the Court House, and were deeply in- 
teresting to a numerous assemily. 

Most of the inhabitants of this Village, have 
commenced their residence here, within the last 
two or three years. Last winter a church was 
gathered, and now a Pasturis placed over them to 
feed the flock of Christ and labour for the salva- 
tion of souls. It is pleasant to see the institutions 
of the Gospel so early established in a place de- 
signated by its local natural advautages as a 
place of business and considerable population. 


The Rev. Mr. Purkis, of Laprarie, lately visited 
the Caughnawaga Indians, taking with him seve- 
ral copies of the New Testament in the Mohawk 
language, and to his astonishment he not only 
found that they could read, but understand also.— 
The Indians solicited him to leave some copies 
with great earnestness. 


At the late anniversary of the Continental Bi- 
ble Society in London, the interesting fact was 
stated, that Dr. Brunot, the Italian physician, who 
attended the lamented Lord Byron in his last ill- 
ness, had lately embraced the pure principles of 
Christianity, and was about to set out from Gene- 
va as a Missionary to Gieece. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


From the last Report of the Maine Missionary Society 
itappears that many feeble churches have been helped 
and strengthened, and the cause of religion greaily pro- 
moted. 

The missionary services performed during the 
year amount to a little more than 250 weeks; 
equal to the labours of five ministers, continued 
through the year. And in addition to these, the 





“ Genius of Universal Emascipatioa,” is a specimen of 





Trustees commissioned Mr. Daniel Campbell to 
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visit any parts of the State, except the counties of 
York and Somerset, (which were occupied by oth- 
er labourers forahe same purpose) in addition to 
presching the gospel, as an agentto aid the funds 
of this Society, either by forming auxiliary associ- 
ations, or by taking up collections, as should be 
thought best to subserve that most necessary and 
important end. 

The Trustees would not wish to be understood, 
that all the destitute hase been aided, to the 
amount that might be desired ; but only, that they 
have afforded assistance, to the extent of the 
means put into their hands. Notwithstanding all 
that they have been enabled to do, with the assist- 
ance of other missionary Societies, and the labors 
furnished by the zeal and liberality of the County 
Conferences ; notwithstanding all these gratuitous 
and multiplied efforts, many of the children of God 
in the waste places of our state, have been pining 
with hunger, when there was no one to feed them 
with the bread of life; whese * tongues cleaved to 
the roof of their mouth for thirst,” and no one toad- 
minister to them the cup of salvation. Their 
wants were seen, but could not be relieved ; they 
were pitted, but beyond this slender consolation, 
nothing could be atforded. O, there must be a 
warmer spirit of love, a more fervent charity, exci- 
ted; a more ready and bountiful consecration of 
earthly treasures to the Lord. There never was 
amore pressing call for a practical acknowledg- 
ment of the claiins of the Most High; “The sil- 
ver and the gald are mine.” With a general ex- 
citement to this subject, in the christian communi- 
ty; and with mutual benevolent efforts ; how soon 
with the blessing of God, might the wilderness be 
made tu bud and blossom as the rose; and the 
bioken walls of our Zion be built up and beautifi- 
ed with salvation. 

How many, in the course of the last year, with 
the limited means that were possessed, have been 
made acquainted with new sources of joy, and had 
a new song put into their mouth, even praise to 
the Lord that bought them! Those whose char- 
ities were ca:led forth by love to the Saviour, and 
contributed to such a gloricus result, will have 
“the blessing of many ready to perish come upon 
then.” They are “workers together with God, 
in bringing a rebellious world to a subjection to 
his rightful authority, and to a participation of his 
abounding grace. 

And do the efforts of a single Society, and that 
so limited in its operation, seem too sinall to be 
accounted of, in accomplishing a work of such 
vastextent? What were the labours of a single 
artificer, in building the temple of Zion! And 
yet, by such seemingly unimportant individual 
exertions, that edifice was completed, which was 
the glory of the whole earth. So this Institution, 
though its efforts are now directed to the cultiva- 
tion of a small portion of the Lord’s heritage ; yet 
1s One important and necessary part in the great 
system of operations, which is to cause the beams 
of divine truth to shine, and the voice of mercy 
to be heard, as far as sin has reigned and death 
triumphed. 

Christ is to conquer the world. And every 
individual Missionary Society, in its own sphere of 
Operation, is helping on the great work, and may 
justly participate in all the glories of the exten- 
sive conquest. And it shall not fail. The time to 
object to missionary operations has gone by. Suc 








cess has stamped upon benevolent enterprise the 
seal of God. Devoted servants of the cross have 
gone forth, into every part of the earth, the Lord 
working with them. God is thus giving to his 
Son, “the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.” — 
The cause is divine ; and no obstacle shall with- 
stand its progress. He who is at the head of it, 
has “ all power in heaven and in earth.” The in- 
struments he hasenlisted in his service, shall not 
cease their operation, until the predictions of the 
light and peace and exaltation an? glory of the 
dominion of Jesus, shall all be fulfilled. The 
Lord hath spoken it; and he will do it. By 
means of this Society, in connexion with the mul- 
titude of more powerful kindred institutions “the 
Captain of salvation” is pushing his conquests to 
the North, and tothe South, and to the East, and 
to the West. The time is hastening, when the 
mosque of the Turk, the synagogue of the Jew, 
the pagoda of the Indian, and all pagan temples 
of idolatry under heaven, shall be converted into 
christian sanctuaries ; from which, in every part of 
the earth, shall ascend up clouds of incense, of 
prayer and praise, that shall mingle togeiher be- 
lore the throne of mercy; and the Lord shal! 
command his blessing, even life forevermore. 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Genera! Association of Massachusetts cou- 
vened in Boston on Tuesday, June 28th. The 
number of clergymen present, was between 90 and 
100. 

STATE OF RELIGION IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

We make the following abstract of the Narra- 
tive of the State of Religion within’ the bounds of 
the General Association of Massachusetts. 

Berkshire Association.—The past year has 
been a season of unusual coldness in the Religious 
Societies connected with this Association. There 
have been no revivals. A great degree of har- 
mony has prevailed ; Sunday Schools are gener- 
ally supported, and the means of grace faithfully 
dispensed.—Recently there have been more fa- 
vourable appearances in some of the congrega- 
tions, and Christians are beginning to hope for 
better things. 

Mountain Associalion.—A tine of general 
coldness. But few added to the churches. There 
has been no revival during the year, except in the 
town of Chester; where move than 60 individu- 
als have been hopefully converted. Two min- 
isters have been settled,—Narmony generally pre- 
vails—The Monthly Concert, Sabbath Schools 
and Bible Classes, receive a good degree of atten- 
uon. 

Franklin Association.—No important changes 
in the moral condition of the people. No revi- 
val. In every Society but one, Sabbath Schools 
have been established ; Bible Classes in three or 
four. 

Hampshire Association.—The Churches in 
connexion with this Association are generally 
united in sentiment and atlection. Sabbath 
Schools are established in every town; and Bible 
Classes in several. In Granby a revival has ve- 
ry recently commenced, with encouraging pros- 
pects.—The College at Amherst is flourishing, es- 
pecially since the charter of corporation was ub- 
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tained,—and is generally regarded with approba- 
tion. 

Brookfield Association —In this Association 
there are 16 churches, most of which are supplied 
with pastors. The Monthly Concert and Sab- 
bath Schools are maintained in almost every par- 
ish, and in some, a system of Pastoral Visiting has 
been introduced with beneficial results. 

Hamden Associetion.—This Association em- 
braces 17 churches, all of which but one are sup- 
plied with pastors. The Monthly Concert and 
Sabbath Schools are maintained in pearly all the 
congregations ; and in seven or eight, Bible Clas. 
ses have been established.—In Granville, about 30 
converts are numbered as the fruits of a revival. 
A similar blessing is now enjoyed in a part of the 
town of Munson. A few have found hope in the 
Saviour, and many others are anxious. Among 
the former is one of the two Greek youths who a 
few months since resorted to that Academy for 
the purposes of Education. 

Worcester Central Association.—Nothing pe- 
culiar in the state of the churches. All are suppli- 
ed with pastors. In Holden 15 have been received 
into cOmmunion—in West Boylston 14. The 
Monthly Conoert is observed in every Society : 
Sabbath Schools are maintained in nearly all ; Bi 
ble Classes in several. 

Worcester North Association.—This Associa- 
tion embraces the pastors of eight churches.— 
Peace and quietness have prevailed among them 
through the year. The Monthly Concert and 
Sabbath Schools are supported in every Society. 
Bible Classes in several. ‘The town of Westmin- 
ster has been blessed with a revival of religion, 
as the fruits of whick are numbered about 50 con- 
verts, 

Andover Association.—This Association embra- 
ces 11 churches, all of which are provided with 
pastors. The Monthly Concert, Sunday Schools, 
and Bible Classes are generally well attended.— 
In the South parish of Andover, 59 or 60 cases of 
hopeful conversion have occurred during the year. 
The Bible Class in this parish has been an instru- 
ment of much good, being attended by numbers, 
not only of the young, but of persons more advan- 
ced. In several instances, prayerless families have 
erected the family altar. There are still encour- 
aging appearances, 

Association of Salem and Vicinity.— This As- 
sociation includes 14 ministers. 

Inthe town of Salem a precious revival bas 
been enjoyed. For two years previous to its com. 
mencement, Christians had manifested a more 
than. usual engagedness in prayer, as well as faith- 
fulness induty. Inthe month of April 1824, the 
sudden death of an amiable young man, with the 
fairest worldly prospects before him, awakened a 
deep solemuity in the minds of many youth, and 
Jed them to inquire whether they also were prepa- 
red to meet the king of terrors. In May fol- 
lowing, Christians were much encouraged in 
the hope of a general revival; and in June, they 
began to realize this blessing in a remarkable 
manner. Religious meetings became frequent in 
different parts of the town,—were crowded and 
solemn. 

The whole number of persons hopefully con- 
verted, is nearly 300;—the whole number of ad- 
missions to thegeveral orthodox churches about 
240. 








In the 1st Society of Marbleiiead, a revival com. 
menced near the beginning of the present year, 
and still continues. For more than two years 
past, this churcl has observec, quarterly a day of 
Fasting and Prayer. The blessing for which 
they prayed has been bestowed. From 50 to 60 
are already numbered as its fruits. 


MONTHLY CONCERT IN BOSTON. 

Osages.—At the Monthly Concert last Monday 
evening, the Corresponding Secretary read ex- 
tracts from a Journal kept by the missionaries at 
Dwight, inthe Arkansas Territory, giving some 
accoum of the schools attached to that station.— 
The examination of the Girls’ School took place 
January 11th. It consisted of five Classes: the 
first containing 12 scholars—second 3—third 7— 
fouth 5—fifth 5. ‘The last mentioned Class is so 
far advanced as to spell with great accuracy and 
read well in any book; the 4th and 3d are able to 
read in the New Testament. Besides the exer- 
cises in reading and spelling, the different classes 
attend to several other branches of knowledge, ac- 
cording to their degree of advancement ; and. all 
recite from memory occasional lessons. in the cat- 
echism, hymns, Bible, &c.—The Boys’ Schoo! 
was examined the day following. It contains 
about an equal number of scholars as the Schoo! 
for Girls ; and in about the same state ef forward- 
uess. 

Sandwich Islands.—An extract of Jan. 81, 
1824, from the Journal of Messrs. Richards and 
Stewart, at Lahainah, Island Mowee, represeuts 
that for the Jast fortnight there had been an un- 
usual interest manifested by the natives in the bu- 
siness of education. Fifty had called on the mis- 
sionaries early that morning for spelling books ; 
and 150 more in the subsequent part of the day. 
At Jeast 100 were obliged to go away unprovided 
for, the stock of books on hand being inadequate 
tothe supply. On visiting the chiefs of the Island, 
Feb. 2, the missionaries found thein busily em- 
ployed in study at their desks, with their servants 
seated around them on mats, and engaged in the 
same pursuit. It is worthy of remark, that, though 
the Chiefs seemed first disposed to monopolize 
the advantages of instruction, they now wish these 
advantages to be extended to the meanest of the 
people. The eagerness of adu!ts and men high in 
power to acquire knowledge, and in order to this 
their willingness to subinit to the study of its sim- 
plest rudiments, is more than had been anticipated 
by the snost sanguine friends of Missions. 

Soctety Islands.—Mr. Ellis, after remarking 
what an interest it gave to the occasion, to think 
that this same Monthly Concert was observed 
throughout Christendo:n, described the mauoaer 
in which it is ordinarily conducted at the Society 
Islands. There, not as in England and America, 
two thirds of the adult population punctually at- 
tend ;—and they come with hearts warmly enga- 
ged in the Redeemer’s cause. The exercises are 
introduced by singing a hymn, in which the natives 
unite with a sincerity and devotion not easily des- 
eribed. Next a prayer is offered, usually by one 
of the natives. A native then reads a portion al 
divine truth, which has been previously selected 
for the occasion. This is followed by the narration 
of religious intelligence from abroad, which the 





missionaries obtain through Religious Publica- 
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tions received from America and England. Such 
intelligence is listened to by the natives with the 
utmost interest. When the accounts are unfavor- 
able, a gloom may be seen to come over their ¢oun- 
tenances, as if they had suffered some personal ca- 
jJamity. And when, on the contrary, the news of 
revivals and missionary siiccess reaches their ears, 
they almost exult at the brightening prospect. In 
the prayer which is offered at the close of this nar- 
ration, one of the natives usually leads. With 

reat fervency he prays for those who have done so 
much to send the glad news of salvation to-the long 
neglected Society Islands—he prays that the same 
light may shine upon all the Islands of the Pacific 
—he prays for England—he prays for America— 
he prays for India, and-the whole world.—* Your 
best friends, I had almost said, are there.” 

The Anniversary meeting of the Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society in these Islands is a kind of Jubi- 
lee. The natives on that occasion assemble at the 
missionary stations, and pray that the blessings 
which Christianity has conferred on them, may be 
extended through the world, Of 16,000 or 18,000 
inhahitants on the Islands, about 10,000 are annu- 
al subscribers to this Society. And though they 
ave generally poor, aud obliged to procure what 
they give by manual labor, they have paid in sup- 
port of this object during the four years past no less 
than $1800.. Phe first thing, after gathering their 
harvest, is to set apart a portion sufficient for the 
payment of their annual subscriptions. The re- 
mainder of their produce they exchange, not as for- 
merly for rum and powder and weapons of death, 
but for the implements of ausbandry, and other ar- 
ticles appropriate to the reign of peace. 

Recorder and Telegraph. 





The receipts into the treasury of the American 
Board from May 2@iIst, to June 20th inclusive, 
amounted to $5,343: besides $906 in a way of Le- 
gacy, and $504 donations to the Permanent Fund. 


FROM THE OBSERVER. 


REVIVAL IN HEBRON. 


Mr. Editor.—In the autumn of the year 1822, 
the members of the church in the Ist Ecclesiasti- 
cal Society in Hebron, finding the spirit and pow- 
er of religion among them apparently declining, 
convened and appointed a large committee to unite 
with and assist their then Pastor, in visiting all the 
families belonging to the Society ; and they were 
requested to pray with, and exhort all professors 
and nom-professors to pay greater attention to 
public worship and spiritual concerns. The duty 
assigned to this coinmittee was in a good degree 
faithfully discharged, and with some apparent 
good effect. And during the winter 1823—4 a 
revival of religion in one section of the Society 
became apparent. To this part of the Society, 
though remote from the centre, special and unre- 
mitted attention was paid by the then Pastor and 
some of the brethren of the church, and in May, 
1824, seven hopeful converts professed their faith 
in Jesus, and were admitted intothe Church. Se- 
veral others, not within the limits of the Society, 


were also the subjects of this good work. Chris-. 


tians thanked God and took courage. Strong ex- 
pectations were expressed, and more frequent and 
ardent prayers offered, by professing Christians, 


for a more extensive shower of divine grace ; but 
no special tokens, except in the feelings of Chris- 
tians, became visible till the month of November 
last, when more interesting attention to religion 
began manifestly to appear.—Conference meet- 
ings were more fully and frequently attended, and 
in December following were established in all 
parts of the Society. And notwithstanding many 
of the youth were in various ways diverted from 
attending those meetings; still the Lord inclined 
the hearts of so many of different ages and sexes 
to attend that they were often filled io overflow- 
ing. At a house where a prayer mecting was 
held weekly, it was soon found expedient to de- 
vote a separate room to the : xclusive use of anx- 
ious inquirers, where they were attended by their 
minister and teacher. These ieetings were all 
continued till about the middle of April last, when 
some of them were discontinued; but there is 
still remaining a spirit of prayer and great atten- 
tion to public worship. 3 

The work has been constantly and successfully 
carried on, though the principal agent, under God, 
has been as constantly, but unsuccessfully oppo- 
sed. Various have been the forms under which 
this opposition has bee» pursued. The effect has 
bean to increase the prayers and strengthen the 
faith of believers, to confirm the obstinate in their 
course—and probably to hinder some wavering 
souls from coming into the kingdom of Christ. 
We have abundant cause to sing of mercy and of 
judgment. Some who were the subjects of a glo- 
rious work of grace bestowed on the people of 
this Society, seven years before, and who have ev- 
er since lived in hope and fear, were in this revi- 
val, revived ; and they, with several new converts, 
in the fore part of the month of Aprid last, expres- 
sed a desire to make a public profession of-veligion 
and be admitted into the church. This joyful era 
had been anticipated, and a committee appointed 
by the church tu unite with the deacons, in con- 
versing with and examining, persons of this class. 
On the Sabbath of the 18th of April, a number 
were proposed to become members of the church, 
and it was unanimously agreed to invite the Rev 
Dr. Bassett, late Pastor of the said church, to visit 
them, and officiate in the admission of members 
and adininistration of the Lord’s Supper, at such 
time as he should appoint. The invitation was 
given, and kindly acce;ted, and he appointed the 
Sabbath of the 29th of May for the above purpose 
and accordingly on that day, hermet his former 
congregation, and a numerous audience, in the 
place where he had constantly performed divine 
service, for thirty years, before his dismissal in 
September 1824. kt was a cordial meeting, and 
a day that will long be remembered with gratitude 
by minister and people. ‘Twenty-five avere ad- 
mitted into the church, and twenty-five adults and 
children were baptized, and the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper administered. Besides those ad- 
mitted two were providentially prevented by sick- 
ness ; and a number more subjects of the revival, 
it is hoped and believed, will soow confess Christ 
before men. “ Paul returned from Derbe, con- 
firming the souls of the disciples, and erhorling 
them to continue in the faith.” 

Immediately after Dr. Bassett.removed from 
Hebron, Mr. Samuel! Griswold, of Lyme, was in- 
vited aiid introduced into the Society, and until 
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and laboured among the people ; and by the bless- 
ing of God, has been. enabled, not only to reap 
fruit of seed previously sown, but has judiciously 
cultivated and greatly increased the present joy- 
ous and beautiful harvest. The people of this 
Society are under strong obligations to Mr. Gris 
wold, for his benevolent aitention to thejr spiritu- 
al and temporal interests. 

This communication ought not to be closed 
without ascriptions of praise to God, for his good- 
ness and mercy, vot only to the Congregational 
church, but to the Methadist church also within 
the limits of this Society ; for they have also sha- 
red in the same blessing, and several have of late 
been added to that church, and such as we hope 
will be saved. It has been exceedingly pleasant 
to behold the united efforts of these different de. 
nominations of Christians to build up the kingdom 
of the Saviour on earth and witness them locking 
beyond this world, to that kingdom in which per- 
fect union reigus and will continue to reign for 
ever and ever. Yours, &c. 

Hebron, June 11, 1825. 


State of Religion within the bounds of the Refor- 
med Dutch Church. 


Extract of the report presented to the General Synod 
at their Jate meeting in Albany: 


We are happy to state also for the information 
of our churches, and to cheer the hearts of our 
Christian friends, that during the past year various 
sections of the Presbyterian Church, and of the 


sister churches, have been graciously favoured of 


the Lord with the out-pourings of his Holy Spirit, 
and many have been added to them of such as, it 
ishoped, will eventually be saved, and we are 
happy to add that the church with which we are 
more immediately connected, has not been for- 
gotten by the Lord and Saviour. Several of our 
congregations have experienced the special tokens 
of the Divine presence, and the special blessings 
of his peace, and among these we would particu. 
larly make mention of Niskeuwa, in the classis of 
Albany ; Pompton, in the classis of Bergen, where 
41 were lately added to the church ; as the fruit of 
a revival of religion which, we have reason to hope, 
still” continues ; and the churches of Saratoga, 
Northumberland, Union village, and Easton, in 
the classis of Washington, to which we are infor- 
med about 200 souls have been added during the 
past vear. 

But notwithstanding these ,encouraging things, 
of which we desire to make mention, with grati- 
tude, and praise, we have much room for humili- 
ation and prayer. We bear that many iniquities 
prevail. Horse ‘racing has met with a very alar- 
ming eucouragemert in various places, and espe- 


cially on Long-Island, and connects with it many 4 


abominations, and every species of dissipation ; 
and the sins of intemperance and Sabbath break- 
ing especially, constitute matter of complaint from 
every direction. Professors of religion are repre- 
sented in many parts as cold and prayerless and 
worldly, and toa very large extent inactive in the 
most important duties and exercises of the Chris- 
tian vocation. Religion has declined there is 
reason to fear, in the hearts of many professing 
Christians, and we are called to mourn over a sad 
Téverse of whata few years since was presented 
to bless our eyes and to gladden and revive our 
Hearts. 
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Still we would put our trust in the great Re- 
deemer of sinners, who is faithful to his word, and 
whose grace is powerful, and whose tender mer- 
cies are great; and while we would urge upon ou, 
own hearts, and upon the church under our care 
solicitously to inquire into the cause of the evils 
which we experience, we would urge also the im- 
portance of the exercise of christian and brotherly 
love, daily religious and christian fellowship and 
converse, and fervent, united, and persevering 
prayer to the Great Head of the church that he 
would visit and revive us again ; and bestow upon 
us his rich blessing to the quickening and sanc- 
tification of his people, and to the conversion and 
salvation of many sinners. 


UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Rev. Mr. BreckenripGe or KEnTwcCkKY. 


This gentleman in seconding a vote of thanks 
for aid which the executive committee had prom- 
ised to the publie churches at the west, 

Said that he had_ lately been struck with the 
fact, that the community were disposed too much 
(o put apart, in their views and efforts, the Foreign 
and Domestic missions of the church. They 
were in truth, one service, and of much more equal 
trials and claims than was. perhaps commonly sup- 
posed. Among the Christians of the-day, he bad 
observed, that there was a sentiment of romance 
and high chivalry of a spiritual kind, associated 
with the foreign service, which was not associated 
with the service of the church at home. This 
was in part deserved. The foreign service was a 
glorious work. God forbid, he said, that he 
should attempt to underrate it. It was the very 
spirit of Him whose last act on earth, was to or- 
yanize a missionary corps. Blessed and honour- 
ed as the Society had been, with the presence of 
inissionaries from India and the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, he would not, he dare not before God, dises- 
teem, or refuse fully to appreciate a service, in 
which these dear Brethren had been so devotedly 
employed. They carried in their persons “the 
iarks of the Lord Jesus,” burnt upon them by 
southern suns, and furrowed in their forms by ma- 
lignant skies. But yet, he said, the service at 
home ought not to be disregarded, or degraded in 
the scale of moral enterprise. While the church 
at home had its corruptions, and many ministers 
of the gospel lived in undenying ease, the true 
home-missionary was a man of holy chivalry, and 
great self-sacrifice for the cause of Jesus Christ.— 
They are indeed inseparable from each other.— 
Each department was as necessary to the other, 
as the arteries and veins of the human body were 
reciprocally to each other. Ue then adverted to 
the sufferings and services of western missionaries 
in general, and especially of a way-worn veteran 
whom he had left behind him, feebly struggling 
between life and death, under disease and penury 
incurred in the service of the western mission. 
The other leading thought on which Mr. B. 
dwelt, was, * the importance,” as he expressed it, 
“of tenure, as well as conquest, in the missionary 
efforts of the church.” 

The appropriation of funds made by the Socie- 
ty to aid feeble churches to support the ministry, 
and the plan involved in this arrangement to give 
as much permanence as possible to the labours of 





the missionaries were, he thought peculiarly feli- 
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citous. He said it was remarkable, how transient 
the habitation of the Gospel had been in most of 
the countries to which it had been preached.— 
There was scarcely a land from Jerusalem either 
way round the globe, to which the Christian reli- 
gion had not penetrated. But she had been rath- 
era flying visiter than an abiding inmate. She 
had fled from land to land, and from continent 
to continent, a despised and persecuted stranger, 
of whom the world was not worthy ; and it would be 
almost inferred by one ignorant of her fine genius, 
that to give her to one nation, was to withdraw her 
from another. He thought Christians should seek 
to make their missionary impression permanent. 
The ramparts of the gospel should be enduring 
like the rock on which they rested. He thought 
the plan of the Society’s operations in the west 
was adapted, under God, to effect this end. 

He closed with urging that the Domestic and 
Foreign work should go onward in sacred sympa- 
thy and co-operation. It was one work, for one 
sake, and under one common Lord. He expres- 
sed the most full and fervent assurance, that the 
cause would prosper, and he hailed in prospect 
the glorious day, when the advance guard of the 
two missionary hosts, pressing their conquests 
westward, and pressing them eastward, should 
meet face to face on Bhering’s Straits, and having 
girt the globe'in triumph, unitedly swell the com 
mon shout of victory. 
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At the Jate Anniversary of the American Bible Society, 
the Rev. Mr. Exxrs, missionary from the Sandwich Is!- 
ands, being introduced to the meeting by the Rey. Dr. 
Woodhull, addressed them as follyws : | 


Unaccustomed, Sir, for the last eight years, to 
address an audience, except in the language of the 


Pacific, I feel some embarrassment in offering any 
remarks before one so numerous and respectable 
as this which now surrounds me. Yet, Sic, I es- 
teem it one of the happiest circumstances connec- 
ted with my unexpected visit to this country, that 
[ am permitted to be present on this interesting 
occasion.. I participate in all that sublime and el- 
evated satisfaction, which must pervade every 
Christian mind in this assembly, while contempla- 
ting that triumphant march, and those glorious 
conquests of eternal truth, to which we have this 
inorning listened. And I rejoice in those vast 
and brightening prospects, which animate you on- 
ward with exhilirated courage and redoubled ar- 
dour. 

Wide, and promising indeed, Sir, are the fields 
in which you are invited to reap a most abundant 
harvest. And among them, though not to be 
compared with most, in point of importance and 
extent, there is one, which in interest, is, perhaps 
uot inferior to any. That is, Sir, the Sandwich 
Islands. That clustering group, amidst the ex- 
panse of Ocean, is in the interesting state, fore- 
told by the hallowed prophet, when enraptured he 
exclaimed, “ The isles shall wait for his law.” 
Yes, Sir, one hundred and thirty thousand souls, in 
the Sandwich Islands, are emphatically waiting 
to receive, principally at the hands of American 
churches, and American Bible Societies, the holy 
volume of inspired truth. And I feel convinced, 
Sir, that when that sacred volume shall be trans- 
lated into their native language, this Society will 
hasten to bestow upon them a boon so precious. 

A reverend gentlemen who preceded me, re- 
marked that Sunday schools, and other means of 
diffusing education, were valuable assistants to aid 
the operations of Bible Societies.” His remarks 
were correct. And I would observe, Sir, that Bi- 
ble and Missionary Societies, are neither enemies, 
nor rivals, but kindred institutions, auxiliary for- 
ces, designed in their respective spheres to advance 
with reciprocal aid, and uniform co. operation. 

Missionaries and Missionary Societies are the 
pioneers, or advanced guard, and Bible Societies 
the main body of that mighty ariny, marching for- 
ward under the banners of the Prinee of Peace, 
'o spread his conquests from the river unto the 
ends of the earth, and extend his kingdom from 
the rising to the set'ing sun. 

Adjacent to the Sandwich Islands, in the same 
wide ocean, lie the Society Islands, one of those 
“elevated summits,” which have caught the first 
rays of that heavenly lieht, which we have heard, 
shall soon irradiate the world. Here, Sir, the Bi- 
ble has effected a greater moral change than all 
other means combined ever could produce. A 
change, which has extorted from the sceptic, the 
infidel, the licentious, and the profane,’ a confes- 
sion, that the power which produced it, could be 
nove other than the mighty power of God, 

In those Islands, Sir, a system of idolatry has 
been annihilated, which was reared by treachery 
and crime, and had for ages, through the terrors 
it inspired, sunk the population to a state of most 
abject wretchedness, and threatened their extirmi- 


nation. In its place, Sir, the light and blessings of 


the Gospel are now enjoyed, and not only has 
that ever blessed book imparted to them the social 
comforts of the dear domestic circle, and the ad- 
vantages of civilization ; it has also shed its mild, 





consoling light, upon their passage to the grave, 
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and has opened to their view a glorious immortal- 
ity beyond, with all its interminable joys. 

Dark and terrific were their former views of 
death, and of a future state. They supposed the 
spirii, when it left the body, was in darkness, de- 
voured by demons-—not annihilated at once, but 
consumed by slow degrees, with most excruciating 
tortures. Hence they, in dying agonies, would 
often ery to their attendants, There—there stand 
the demons, watching for my spirit!—O guard its 
exit!—O preserve it from their grasp! Now, 
Sir, those who die in Christ, sometimes pass the 
swelling flood of death rejoicing in the support of 
their Almighty Friend, or singing the Saviour’s 
love. 

A noble institution, analagous to this, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, has, with that catholic 
liberality which characterizes all its proceedings, 
furnished the means for printing and distributing 
among them the Holy Scriptures, in their native 
tongue, and in no part of the world has its labors 
been crowned with greater success. 

The Bible, Sir, is there received with honest, 
unsuspee@ting faith, as a divine communication to 
mankind. [ts doctrines are believed, and all its 
precepts rigidly observed. Frequently, when we 
have proposed some measure to the people, they 
have inquired, “ What says the Word of God?” 
If we have answered, There is nothing directly 
relating to it there, yet it is according to the cus 
tom of good people, or, we think it would be con- 
ducive to your comfort or to your advantage ; they 
have generally answered, “It is only your opinion 
then, perhaps you are rigbt, perhaps not.” But I 
cannot recollect any proposal ever made to them 
with the sanction of the express declaration of 
Scripture that has not been unhesitatingly received 

So highly do they prize the Scriptures, that, 
when about to leave those islands I wanted to pro- 
cure a copy of the Gospel of Luke, to bring with 
me, I could not find a person that would part with 
one, for any article I could offer in exchange. 

I recollect, in the island of Huahine, a man had 
his house burnt, and was himself considerably in- 
jured in attempts to save a purt of his little proper- 
ty. He came to my house a day or two after, to 
prociire, Il think, some dressings for his burns. | 
told him I was sorry for his misfortunes. True, 
said he, it is some work to build a house, but. 
though [ have lost my house, I have saved my tes- 
tameit, pulling it at the same time out of his bo- 
som, and exhibiting it with great satisfaction. 

Estimating duly the value of the Scriptures, they 
are desirous that the blessings they have bestowed 
on themselves should be enjoyed by others. Once 
a year, iu most of the islands, they hold a public 
meeting to aid in spreading the Gospel over every 
group, and every solitary island in the Pacific; 
and, when au aged chief, or venerable prince, af- 
ter a speech before the assembly, has asked them, 
“ Shall we continue eur exertions brothers, friends, 
that the ord of God may be sent to all lands 2” 
I have seen sixteen hundred hands frequently litt- 
ed up instantaneously to answer, Yes! 


FAMILY WORSHIP. 

The task of proving the importance of Family 
Worship, and the duty of Christians with regard 
to it, shall be left to other pens: at present it is 
contemplated only to give a series of brief remarks 








The Sailor’s Widow. 


The time at which family worship onght to be 
attended, must vary with the circumstances of dif- 
ferent families. Asa general rule, it will be the 
duty of heads of families, to select as early an 
hour as possible in the morning, so that the minds 
of those who attend it, may be raised to God be- 
fore they have been drawn down to earthly objects, 
and may receive a tinge of devotion, upow which 
to a greater or less degree depend the feelings of 
the whole day. At night, an early hour should 
also be chosen, so that servants and children may 
have an opportunity of attending. 

The exercise itself consists chiefly of two parts, 
viz. reading the word of God, and prayer. Those 
families who add to this the singing of psalms, do 
what is pleasing to God, and a great means of 
comfort and edification. 

In reading the Scriptures, I should recommend 
that the whole Bible be read in course, beginning 
at Genesis, and ending with Revelation. And as 
this, if pursued strictly, might seem to confine a 
family too long among portions of Scripture com- 
paratively uninteresting, it would be advisable, to 
read in course at morming worship, and at night 
to select lessons from the Psalms, and other pra¢- 
tical books of the Bible. 

One chapter is about a sufficient portion, where 
no remarks are added: where an exposition is 
given, and practical application of the truth made, 
which ought always to be done by those persons 
who are in any degree competent, and more espe- 
cially by all church officers, the number of verses 
may be diminished in proportion. Let the pure 
word of God, however, have a marked pre-emin- 
ence. 

Commentaries are useful in the closet, and inter- 
esting selections may sometimes be made for fam- 
ily worship ; some families may find it profitable to 
read the practical remarks of Scott and Gill ;— 
but the effect, too often, of introducing long com- 
ments, is to deaden the impression, and lessen the 
interest of the truth. And what minister or elder 
would prefer the general remarks of a commenta- 
tor, to those special applications of the truth to the 
particular case of his family, which none but hiin- 
self can make. 

Singing, which adds delight to all religious ser- 
vices into which it is introduced, will derive its val- 
ue here principally from the selection of the 
hymns and the music, and from the general union 
of all present in the service. 

Prayer, which is always interesting, is here pe- 
culiarly so. It should be short, yet not hurried, 
It should be, emphatically, family prayer; and 
while the interests of others, and the glory of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom should never be overlook- 
ed, it should be remembered that it is not the 
time and place for entering largely into these sub- 
jects, 

lttendance should be enforced on every child, 
and every servant, and requested from every visit- 
or ; nor should a criminal false shame lead any one 
to neglect the morning and the evening oblation, 
on account of the presence of strangers. 
[.Imerican Journal. 


THE SAILOR’S WIDOW. 
If there be an individual reader whose heart is 
not affected by the touching pathos, and simple 
eloquence of the following extract of a letter ad- 
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upon the mode of conducting the service. 


dressed to the editor, he is welcome to the enjoy- 
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1825 The African Chieftain.—Cruelty 
ment of his own feelings: we do nat envy him.— 
“ The author of this letter was the wife of a sailor 
who lost his life by the bloody hands of Piratical 
murderers. Father, forgive these murderers! 
They have robbed me and mine of our earthly 
comforts. O, Father, forgive them! I was left 
3000 miles from my native land, a stranger and a 
foreigner. —Yet here I can raise my Ebenezer. 
The widow’s God has been my God, and a Father 
to my fatherless children.—My Jot has been cast 
in a pleasant place, where they clothe the naked, 
feed the poor, and visit the stranger in distress. I 
have a son who is a Sailor, andI beg you, and all 
Christians to help me with their prayers that he, 
and all unconverted seamen, may be turned unto 
the Lord. O thatGod would prosper your la- 
bours for the souls of poor, perishing sailors ! 
Please to accept the widow’s mite. This crown 
was given to me by a beloved parent for a pocket- 
piece, when I was but 13 years old; and the ten 
cents is a present from a little girl’s sewing socie- 
ty.—I send you this small donation towards print- 
ing a tract for the sailors. I irust you will not des- 
pise the day of small things.—I feel that the gold 
and the silver are the Lord’s; and wo be to them 
that hoard the Lord’s treasure, while the call is so 
loud for help to spread the glorious work by sea 
and land, and fillthe woild with the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”— Reader, 
cap you not.do as much as this poor woman to 
bring sailor’s home to the kingdom of Gud ? 


THE AFRICAN CHIEFTAIN. 

Some years ago, the brother of Yaradee, the 
king of the Solima nation, was captured in war, 
aud brought in chains for sale to the Rie-Pongas. 
His noble figure, awful front, and daring eye, be- 
spoke a mind which could know but one alterna- 
tive—freedom or ruin. He was exhibited like a 
beast in the market place, still adorned with mas 
sy rings of gold around his ankles, as in the days 
ofhis glory. The tyrant who bouad bim, dewan- 
ded for him an enormous price, and though the 
warrior offered immense suis for his redemption, 
refused to listen a moment to his proposals. Dis- 
tracted by the thought of bis degradation, the tear 
stole from his eye, which never wept before, when 
he entreated them to cut his hair, that had been 
long permitted to grow, and was platted with pecul- 
iar care. Large wedges of gold which had been 
concealed, were now laid at the feet of his master, 
to obtain his ransom. All was in vain. The 
wretch who held him was inexorable. Supplica- 
tion might as well have been made to the winds of 
heaven, or to the cliffs and deserts of his country. 
Hope was now dead—daikness deep and interimi- 
nable settled upon his soul. “Then burst his 
mighty heart.” His facuities were shattered as 
by a stroke from on high—he became a maniac, 
and that robust frame which never trembled ov 
helds of blood and death could not sustain the 
workings of his wounded spirit, but withered and 
perished under the weight of his chains. 

Ye, who under the best government in the 
world, range at willin the gardens of pleasure, or 
in the halls of wealth listen to sweet music; at one 
time im proving the intellect, at another delighting 
the fancy; now tasting the sweets of friendship, 
now grasping the meed of honour, having none to 
molest or to make you afraid ; could the miseries 
produced by the slave trade be presented to you in 
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their truth—in their immensity, you would not re- 
fuse your offerings to remove a curse which kas 
consigned, and is now consigning, ten thousand 
tnanly forms to fetters, and ten thousand noble 
souls to despair.—.4f. Repos. 


CRUELTIES OF THE BURMESE WAR. 
A letter from an Assistant Surgeon in the In- 
dian army, says, speaking of the Burmese war, 
that it is the “ bloodiest, perhaps ever carried on.” 
“ No quarter,” the letter continues, “is given by 
these cannibals. Every prisoner they take of ours 
is crucified, and a eut made down his belly, his 
bowels let out, and in that state he is left to die. 
I am sorry to say, many of our people have already 
suffered this death. We, however, in our turn, 
mow them down in thousands, and take their 
stockades, or mud forts, as fast as we get up with 
them. Sometimes 40 or 50 of them, on being ap- 
proached by our troups, will stand still, blind their 
eyes, and be shot. This has frequently happened. 
At other times, excessive numbers will make a rush 
out from the jungle, and succeed in cutting oft 
some of our troops ; but if they see a tolerable body 
of Europeans, they make off direct again for the 
jungle. A shell was thrown some weeks ago, and 
about fifty or sixty men, women, and children, 
got close to it, amused for a few seconds at the 
fusee, when it went off, and killed all around.” 








In the gay morning of life, what dazzling pros- 
pects arise, which cheat our reason and make us 
blind; yet, should we do our best, our fondest 
hopes will often prove as vain as fantastic visions. 
Alas! how frail is man. To day, his canvass 
proudly swells with prosperous breezes, to-mor- 
row, fickle fortune shifts his sails { thus agitated 
and tossed to and fro, like the fragile bark on the 
tempestuous seas, he learns, by sad experience, to 
look, in peace for war, and in prosperity for adver- 
sity. In prosperity let him remember the widow 
and the orphan, for charity though it decrease his 
store, will make a man, a man. 
EE —————-  __—_-_—s- + 
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Dirp—At Hartford, Mr. Leonard Whiting, aged 39, for 
many vears clerk in the Phoenix Bank ; Miss Margaret 
c.. Colt, daughter of Mr. Christopher Colt, 19; on the 
Sth inst. Mi. Roderick Seymour, 67. 

At Farmington, Mrs. Elizabeth Hawley, wife of Rey 
Rufus Hawley, 71. 

At East Hartford, Mrs. Marv Buckland, relict of Mi 
Stephea Buckiand, £1; Mrs. Hurlbut, wite of Mr. Joseph 
Huribut. 

At Durham, Capt. Stephen Robinson, 61; Mrs. 
Robinson, aved about 80; Mr. Timothy Cue, 89. 

At Sufteld, Mrs. Nancy Austin, wife of Mr. Aaron 
Austin. 

“At Litehfic!d, Mrs. Sally Stone, wife of Mr. Julius 
Stone , 41. ; 

At Preston, Mr. Grosvenor Philips, 21. 

Ai Lincoln Co. N.C. Rev. Daniel Ashbury, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 64. 

At Wilmington, Del. Rev John Burton, 79. 

At Beaufort, 5. C. on the 23d of May last, after a long 
and painful indisposition, the Rev. Mason L. Weems, of 
Dumfries, Va. well known as the author of the Life of 
Washington, aod various other popular works. 

At Hauwiden, on the Ist inst. after a long illness, Mr. 
Elam Dickerman, aged 45. 

At Stow, Ohio, on the 26th ult. Mrs. Anna Wetmore, 
aged 49, wife of William Wetmore Esq. and daughter of 
the late Mr. Jacob Ogden of this city. 

At North Stamford on the 28th ult. Nancy Frances, 
only child of Dr. Johu Avgur, aged 9 years 8 months and 
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FROM BRAINARD’S POEMS. 


Two persons, an old lady and a girl, were killed by light- 
ning in the Presbyteran Meeting House, in Montville, 
on Sunday, the Ist of Janne, 1823, while the congrega- 
tion were singing. The following is not an exaggera- 
ted account of the particulars : 


The Sabbath morn came sweetly on, 
The sunbeams mildly shone upon 
Each rock, and tree, and flower ; 
And floating on the southern gale, 
The clouds seem'd gloriously to sail 
Along the Heavens, as if to hail 
That calm and holy hour. 


By winding path and alley green, 

The lightsome and the young were seen 
To join the gathering throng ; 
While with slow step and solemn look, 

The elders of the village took 
Their way, and as with age they shook, 
Went reverently along. 


They meet—the sweet “ psalm-tune” they raise 
—They join their grateful hearts and praise 
The Maker they adore. 
They met in holy joy ; but they 
Grieve now, who saw Fis wrath that day, 
And sadly went they all away, 
And better than before. 


There was one cloud that overcast 
The valley and the hill, nor past 
Like other mists away : 
It moved not round the circling sweep 
Of the clear sky, but dark and deep, 
Came down upon them sheer and steep, 
When they had met to pray. 


One single flash! it rent the spire, 

And pointed downward all its fire— 
What could its power withstay ? 

There was aged head; and there 

Was beauty in its youth, and fair 

Floated the young locks of her hair— 
It call’d them both away! 


The Sabbath eve went sweetly down, 

Its parting sunbeams mildly shone 
Upon each rock and flower : 

And gently blew the southern gale, 

—But on it was a voice of wail, 

And eyes were wet, and cheeks were pale, 
In that sad evening hour. 








THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

“ God forbid, (said the Apostle Paul,) that I should glo- 
ry, save in the cross of onr Lord Jesus Christ.” He had 
reason for saying so, for Christ crucified is the substance 
of the gospel. Here natures the most opposite are united ; 
interests, otherwise the most jarring, and divine attributes 
the most discordant, are reconciled. Here we hehold 
united, miajesty and meanness, life and deathg God and 
man. Here meet the interests of the Creator and the 
creature, the Sovereign and the subject, heaven and earth, 
time and eternity. Here grace and mercy unite together, 
righteousness aad peace embrace each other. Spotless 
justice, boundless wisdom, and infinite love, here shine 
altogether, and all at once, with united and eternal splen- 
dor. No where does justice appear so awful, mercy so 


Poetry.—The Gospel of Christ.—Sunday School Anecdote. 
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amiable, or wisdom so profound, as in the blessed gospe| 
of the grace of God. 

It is easy to conceive the righteousness of God declared 
in the punisiment of sin; but the gospel declares his right- 
eousness in the remission of sin; it magnifies justice in 
the way of pardoning sin, and mercy in the way of punish- 
ing it. Here justice receives its full demand, and yet in- 
finite mercy smiles on man. Both the law and the sinner 
may glory in the cross, for both receive eternal glory 
and honour by it. In the gospel, the sinner reads his fall, 
and his rise—his ruin and recovery—his desert and de- 
liverance—what sin has done, and what pine gene can 
do. Beneath the cross, he sees the enormity of guilt, and 
the extent of forgiveness, the price and purchase, the cup 
of wrath and trembling, and of salvation. Here also he 
sees the works of the devil destroyed, nay, principalities 
and powers vanquished, heaven opened to his view ; and 
he hears the voice of infinite love inviting him to “the in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth uot 
away.” 

Well then may we glory in the gospel, and exclaim with 
emotions of the most elevated gratitude, “ Thanks be un- 
to God for his unspeakable gift.” 


Vanity of the World.—When I look aroundupon a busy 
bustling world, eagerly pursuing vanity, and courting dis- 
appointment; neglecting nothing so much as the one thing 
needful; and who, in order to have their portion in this 
life, disregard the world to come, and only treasure up 
wrath against the day of wrath; it makes me think of a 
farmer, who should with vast labor cultivate his lands, and 
gather in his crop, and thresh it out, and separate the corn 
from the chaff, and then sweep the corn out upon the 
dunghill, and carefully lay by the chaff! Such a person 
would be supposed mad, but how faint a shadow would 
this he of his madness, who labours for the meat that per- 
isheth, but neglects that which endureth unto everlasting 
life ! Scorr. 





Parental severity.—That kind of resentment which in- 
fluences parents to refuse seeing or forgiving their diso- 
bedient children, often tends to complete their ruin.—/). 





SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


From Rev. Mr. Mathias’s Speech at the Anniversary of the 
Sunday School Society for Treland. 


Some time since there was an effort made to assemble 
the young sweeps of Dublin for the purpose of education ; 
among others, a little sweep came to the school, and after 
being washed, was conducted to the School, and on being 
asked by the Teacher, did he know his leuers? Oh, yes, 
was the reply. Do you spell? Oh, yes. Do you know 
how to read? And what book did you learn from? Oh, 
I never had a book, Sir. And who was your schoolmas- 
ter? Oh, L was never taught at school. Here then was 
a real little Irishman, who learned without ever having 
had a hook. However, he could spell, and he could 
read ; but what was the fact? another little sweep, a little 
older than himself, had taught him to read, by shewing 
him the sign-boards and letters over the shop doors which 
they read as they went through the city. His teacher was 
a Jittie sweep like himself, his horn book, the sign-boards 
on the houses. And oh, said the Rev. Gentleman, should 
not the desire of the little sweep to instruct his fellow, 
teach us a salutary lesson, and lead us to renewed exer- 
uuon, 
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